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From the Chairperson of the Board of Management  
Thank you to all the staff, students, parents and guardians involved with  
Le Chéile Secondary School Ballincollig for your great efforts during the year. It's  
amazing how we’ve built a school in such a short space of time. To our students;  
you’ve been fantastic, it’s been a pleasure working with you and we look forward to seeing you 
again next year and working with you throughout your time at Le Chéile. I want to thank our 
fantastic staff for their great efforts, they’ve worked really hard, been very innovative and we are 
very proud of you all. In particular I’d like to thank our wonderful Principal Ms Nicola Barrett - 
she has put in trojan work over the past year, she has been a great leader and she has built and 
developed a great school and I look forward to seeing it develop even further in the future. Well 
done to everybody involved in the first year of Le Chéile Secondary school Ballincollig, enjoy the 
well deserved summer break. 

A note from the Principal 
As I reflect on the year gone by, I think of a comment one of our Le Chéile parent's  
wrote in our end of year evaluation - 'The 1st year group of the school were lucky to  
have had such an amazing year. Regardless of the location of the school, it is the  
teachers and leaders who have made the school a great place.' That sums it up pretty nicely but I 
would add that the students and parents have equally made Le Chéile a great place. It has been a 
very busy year but we have had a fantastic year.  We have begun to create a culture whereby 
positive relationships are central to the success of the school. Our students have received an 
exemplary standard of teaching and learning from a dedicated, progressive and innovative staff 
and I must thank our staff for that. Our first cohort of students were afforded many opportunities. 
They have taken part in a debating competition, which they won, a public speaking competition, 
an ultimate frisbee tournament, in which David Dunne was named player of the tournament. They 
have participated in South Munster School Cross Country and Track and Field competitions and 
the Cork City Library graphic teen novel competition, in which Connor Knapp was selected to 
write a comic which was published. These are just to name a few activities but Le Chéile students 
are certainly up there with the rest of them.  

Key to the culture we are developing is recognising student achievement, endeavour, the kindness 
they show others and simply being a good person. As well as our positive behaviour awards 
throughout the year we held an end of year awards ceremony which was a very special school 
event. It is now an event which is cemented in our school calendar for future year groups. I am 
very proud of our 1st cohort of students - they are a unique bunch who have set the bar for future 
year groups. They have matured and have grown in confidence since September to become a 
group of leaders and excellent role models. They are now ready to welcome the 1st year group of 
2022-2023. With 40 students enrolled in 1st year for 2022, and the opening of an autism class, we 
have more than doubled our first year intake but at the same time we are still in a position to 
provide an environment where we can actively care for each student and continue to provide an 
exemplary education to all Le Chéile Ballincollig students. We have a lot to look forward to.  

I would like to take this opportunity to wish the Le Chéile school community a relaxing and restful 
summer break.  
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Meet the Staff 
The management and staff at  
Le Chéile cover all bases to support  
our students on both an academic and  
extra-curricular level 

Ms. Nicola Barrett 
Principal 

Ms. Aoife Barry-Murphy 
Geography | Business | 

Physical Education 

Mr. Cillian Brennan 
Gaeilge | English |  

French | Music 

Ms. Stephanie Coffey 
Religious Education | 

History | Social Personal 
Health Education 

Ms. Kate McCarthy 
Science | Maths | 

Physical Education 

Mr. Peter Cregan 
Technical Graphics | 
Woodwork | Maths 

Ms. Kelly O’Neill 
Home Economics | 

Business | 
Wellbeing 

Mr. Adam Kelly 
Visual Art | Religious Education | 

Digital Literacy 

Ms. Patrizia O’Mahony 
German 

Ms. Amy O’Sullivan 
Office Administrator 

Mr. Jerry Browne 
Facilities Manager 

Ms Susan Ryan 
Additional Educational  

Needs Assistant  
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Our students loved this term’s PE module of 
ultimate frisbee in collaboration with UCC. 
UCC Sport provided us with a wonderful 
trainer, Isaac, who taught the students a sport 
which many of them had never played before. 
Students continued to improve their skills 
during lunch time. They will take part in the 
Murray Cup ultimate frisbee championship 
next year. 

Ultimate Frisbee 
collaboration with UCC 

Leo and Eryk 
practicing their 
forehand throw 

Rian gets used to 
throwing from 
lower angles 

Jayden releases 
an excelled 

forehand throw 
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Bernard Casey 
improvisation comedy 

workshop

Hello 

Our students enjoyed a fantastic 3 hour drama workshop on Friday 21st January 
2022 with Bernard Casey. The students were introduced to improvisation 
comedy, creating their own dramas, coming up with their own scripts while also 
building self-esteem and self- confidence.

Introductory talk by Bernard Casey 

Improv comedy group 
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Catholic Schools Week - 
“Living life to the full”

staffroom luxuries 

Ms O’Neill preparing 
break time hot chocolates 

We held our first wellbeing week to coincide with Catholic Schools Week at Le 
Chéile this term. During the school year we can face difficulties and stressful 
situations. This week was about showing care and appreciation for all members 
of our school community. Ms Coffey and Ms O’Neill organised lots of activities 
and treats for teachers and students. From making our own popcorn and 
toppings, taking part in a scavenger hunt, having hot chocolate and homemade 
cookies and a friendship quiz. The students had a great selection of lunchtime 
activities to look forward to! The teachers too were given a box of staffroom 
luxuries and a quiz involving chocolate bars and puns! We finished off the week 
by taking time to write a kind word to all of our teachers to tell them something 
we appreciated about them. 

chocolate bar 
puns! 

popcorn and toppings

Friendship quiz  
(who's more likely to...)
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   Home Economics
This year Home Economics students have had the opportunity to make 
fruit salad, pasta salad, pizza baguettes, fifteens, cheesecake, cupcakes, 
biscuits and brown bread. During these practical classes students have 
exhibited fabulous new cooking skills.

This was 
especially 

evident during 
the World Home 
Economics Day 

Competition! Well 
done to Shane, 

our winner! 

Shane’s winning 
Banoffee Pie

Kevin’s beef stir fry 
(runner up)

Tomasz’’ Tiramisu

Leo’s croquettes 
(runner up)

David making his 
pizza baguettes

Rachel’s fruit kebabs
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Shane, Kevin and 
Jayden tuning in 

from Naomh 
Fionnbarra

Le Chéile Trust  
student online gathering

Our students really enjoyed the Le Chéile Trust student online gathering, 
getting many tips, tricks and ideas from students in their Le Chéile sister 
schools. A great insight for our 1st years who will always be the most senior 
students at Le Chéile Ballincollig. Our Student Council’s chosen charitable 
event for this school year after they attended the online gathering was 
‘Darkness into Light’ in support of Pieta House. Our Student Council will 
work with school management on planning whole school initiatives in the 
coming school years.

Connor and Sam tuning 
in from Naomh Pádraig
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 St. Brigid’s Day crosses   

Our Sacred space is an important part of each month at Le 
Chéile. It is the first thing visitors see when they come in the 
door.. In February we decided to commemorate St Brigid’s Day. In 
SPHE we created a mosaic of St. Brigid’s cloak by weaving 
together strips of different coloured paper and designing Celtic 
knots. In wellbeing Ms Barry-Murphy taught a mini workshop on 
how to make St Brigid’s crosses. It was really challenging but 
from the pictures it’s clear to see we are quick learners! 

Bobby, Sam, Shane and Waldi with their crosses 

Our artwork in 
the devotional 

space
St Brigid’s cross
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Munster Cross Country 
Championships

The day was rounded 
out by a welcome trip 
t o M c D o n a l d s t o 
celebrate. It's onwards 
and upwards from 
here, without a doubt 
there are 5 future 
podium appearances 
a w a i t i n g t h e s e 
athletes.

Friday February the 4th marked a 
big milestone in our schools first 
year. Jayden, Eryk, Rian, David and 
Matty led the inaugural outing of 
the newly formed Le Chéi le 
Ba l l inco l l ig Ath le t i c s t eam, 
accompanied by their teachers Ms. 
McCarthy and Mr. Cregan. 

David and Jayden competed in the 
minor boys category, 2000m 
against tough opponents. David 
pushed hard and missed out on 
qualification for the Munster 
competition by a mere 4 seconds. 

Jayden Doyle, Eryk Sosadzin, Rian 
O’Mahony, David Dunne and Matty Telford

Rian competed over 3000m and in his typical 
laid back fashion cruised around the course, 
putting years of GAA fitness to good use. He 
powered through as the conditions of the 
track began to deteriorate finishing strongly 
in a very competitive field. 

Eryk and Matty competed over 4000m in the 
intermediate boys competition. Both athletes 
started extremely well but the conditions 
soon took their toll. Matty had to withdraw 
from the race due to an injury. However Eryk 
fought every step of the way through three 
marshy laps until he bested the course, 
showing admirable determination. 
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Student Council’s  
School Rules presentation

Our Student Council making their 
first presentation to their year 
group. They presented a proposed 
set of positive behaviours, which 
when agreed upon will allow us all 
and future members of our school 
community to live safely within 
our school motto: 
      Welcome - Wisdom - Witness.  
Well done to all, not an easy task  

A selection of Google Slides 
from the presentation the 

Student Council made to their 
peers and staff 

Bobby, Sam, Kevin and Connor 
presenting to the 1st years of 

Le Chéile 
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We have a diverse student body who have 
witnessed welcome throughout the year, but again 
during our Multicultural Week in February. We 
had a number of events and activities at lunchtime 
and in the Wellbeing module. 

We had a poster project competition where 
students were encouraged to research other 
countries’ culture, history and language. Kevin 
and Sam were awarded prizes for the quality of 
their work.   

Ms. O’Mahony guided the students through a pizza-
making workshop and Mr. Brennan served up a 
few hot pies of his own during the week.  This was 
followed by a school-wide potluck with sweet and 
savoury treats abounding. We ate our fill of curry, 
meatballs, noodles, cakes, hot dogs, donuts, crisps, 
snacks, sweets, and much, much more. 

Our first Multicultural week was a resounding 
success enjoyed by one and all.

Week
Come one, come all

Sam, Kevin and Tomasz - 
our poster winning 

recipients 

Ms. O’Mahony 
taking the students 

through a pizza 
workshop

Sam, Zack, Jayden, Kevin, Rian, 
Rachel and Waldi enjoying the 

potluck lunch
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Pancake 
Tuesday
1st March 2022

Leo and Zack adding chocolate 
sauce to their pancakes

 Ingredients  

 150ml Milk 
 1 Egg  
 150g Plain Flour 
 2 tsp Baking Powder 
 2 Tbsp Caster Sugar  
 Pinch of Salt  

 Method  

1. Add all ingredients into a bowl 
and mix until smooth.  

2. Heat up the frying pan to a 
medium heat.  

3. Add a little oil to the pan.  
4. Pour pancake mix onto the pan.  
5. Let it bubble and once the top 

does not have much liquid - 
flip.  

6. Cook for another 30 seconds.  
7. Enjoy and repeat!

Shane 
making his 

pancake
Students really enjoyed 
making (and eating!) 
pancakes for Shrove 

Tuesday. We learnt how to 
make both fluffy American 
style pancakes and french 

crepe style pancakes.
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Science Corner 

In Science, we dissected a sheep's 
heart. I learned some new things such 
as fat protects the heart and the left 
part of the heart is thicker than the 
right. I like Biology so dissecting the 
heart was interesting to me. This was 
one of the messiest experiments we had 
done. 

Leonard KJ

In Science for the filtration experiment, 
Kaci and I put soil and water into filtration 
paper and slowly separated the water from 
the soil. It took a while, but it was great 
fun to do, especially while doing it with 
someone else.  

Connor Knapp

Dissection of the heart experiment

Demonstration of filtration 

Leo demonstrates how to 
dissect a sheep's heart 

in front of the class

Connor and Kaci carefully pour 
their mixture of soil and water 
into a funnel with filter paper

 Eryk and Tomasz show off how 
their filter paper separated a 

mixture of soil and water
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🎨 Visual Art 🖼 🖌 

Pencil tonal 
observational drawing

1st Year Visual Art students busy preparing posters 
and letters displayed during Darkness into Light

Selection of student lino print insects experimenting with 1 colour prints and 
varied backgrounds
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BOI Money Smarts 
Challenge 2022 

Our 1st year Business 
Studies class took part in 
the Bank o f I re land 
Money Smart Challenge. 
The class were split into 3 
t e a m s w h e r e t h e y 
competed against other 
s c h o o l s a c r o s s t h e 
Munster Region. This was 
a fantastic experience for 
our 1st year students, 
c o mb i n i ng f i n a n c i a l 
literacy education with a 
fun, exciting challenge.

Tomasz 
Cymerkiewicz & 

David Dunne

Kevin John, Jayden Doyle, 
Shane McSweeney

Waldi Kazmierczak, Bobby 
Shaw, Leo K.J, Kayleigh Ryan

Enjoying the financial literacy 
talk with James Patrice



17

Le Chéile stands  
with Ukraine
 
Well done to our students who went shopping for the Ukrainians 
during one of their Wellbeing classes. They divided into groups and 
purchased essential items, while learning a valuable lesson about 
caring for and giving to those in need - ‘the smallest act of kindness 
is worth more than the grandest intention’ 

Our donations for the collection at 
the Ballincollig GAA club 

Bringing the goods home 

Conor and Rian 
checking their list twice 

On our way to Aldi! 

‘Helping one person might not change the world, 
but it could change the world for one person’.  
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6th class School-in-Action 
Day 2022

We had a great time at our first School-in-Action day, where we welcomed our 
incoming first years of 2022/3. The day was full of exciting activities and 
students really got a taste of what life is like here at Le Chéile, Ballincollig! Ms. 
Coffey showed the students how to write their own private message with 
invisible ink and Ms. McCarthy helped students to fingerprint themselves.

With Ms. O’Neill they made their 
own berry crumble, Mr. Brennan 
helped them create their own 
poems and pieces of music and 
with Mr. Kelly they completed 
their very own lino prints.

We finished the day with a 
table-tennis tournament 
and our two finalists won 
the highly coveted prize of 
a McDonalds voucher! Each 
student left with a goody-
bag and a certificate of 
achievement for completing 
their first day of secondary 
school.

Fingerprints 
and crumble 

making!

Starting a new school can 
be frightening, especially 
if you don’t know anybody. 
However, our current first 
years rose to the occasion 
and helped the day run 
smoothly and made the 
new students feel welcome 
and at ease. 
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Seachtain na Gaeilge

 
Le linn ceann de na 
ranganna bhí cuairt 
againn ón seanchaí 
a i t h e a n t a P a d d y 
O’Brien.   Scéalaí iontach 
is ea é agus phléigh sé 
a n t e a n g a a g u s á r 
gcultúr roimh scéal 
iontach a insint dúinn 
mar gheall ar Mháigh 
Teithe.

Gaeilge go deo! 
 

Bhí Seachtain na Gaeilge den chéad scoth againn i mí na Márta agus sinn ag 
druidim le Lá le Pádraig. Bhí na múinteoirí agus na daltaí dearfach agus 
páirteach ins na gníomhaíochtaí uile a eagraíodh. 
 
I measc na n-imeachtaí is na gcomórtas, bhí cluiche teasaí peile idir na múinteoirí 
agus na daltaí.   Bhí an lámh in uachtar ag na múinteoirí ó thús agus ba í laoch 
na himeartha ná Iníon Nic Charthaigh le trí chúl agus dhá chúilín aimsithe aici.

 
Bhí comórtais againn 
a g a m l ó i n c h o m h 
maith.   Tráth na gCeist 
uile scoile, dúshláin 
spóirt agus tomhas lá 
eile a mheall na daltaí 
agus na múinteoirí ar 
aon.

 
Ar deireadh thiar thall, 
cuireadh críoch lenár 
gcéiliúradh le hardú 
bhratagih na tíre ar ‘Lá 
na mBratach’ agus ansin 
le céilí mór spraoíúil sa 
hall CLG. Ár mbuíochas 
go deo le gach duine 
agus bíodh Gaeilge go 
deo marmhanna againn.
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Le Chéile Day 2022 - celebrating 
Diversity and Inclusion

This year we celebrated 
our first Le Chéile Day. 
T h e t h e m e w a s 
Inclusion and Diversity. 
We came together and 
looked at what makes 
us all similar but also 
different in our own 
way. We also created a 
love heart symbol with 
all our handprints. And 
of course, what's any 
celebration without a 
cake?Leo and Rachel cutting the cake

Students identify their 
similarities and differencesOur first Le Chéile Day cake!

Our students celebrating their diversity
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Le Chéile Debut Debates

Proposing a toast 

Heartiest congratulations to all who took part in the 'Le Chéile Debut Debates' at 
the end of April.  Students from five different schools from Cork City represented 
their schools with distinction. The respective merits of confidence and ability, 
books and television, fame and fortune were just some of the bones of contention 
gnawed upon by the finest minds of their generation. 

In the opening rounds Le Chéile, Presentation Ballyphehane and Ballincollig 
Community School all won their debates with the first of those two schools 
progressing to a final. The panel of adjudicators were utterly convinced by the 
persuasiveness, delivery and engagement of all of the speakers but a decision 
had to made. 

When the dust had settled and in the heel of the hunt, in second place were Amy 
Donellan, Grace O'Neill, and Ellie Boyle from Presentation Ballyphehane, but just 
pipping them at the post then were the worthy winners - Le Chéile’s own Jayden 
Doyle, Shane McSweeney, and Connor Knapp. Again, well done to all, but 
particularly well done to the victors!

Our Le Chéile victors Connor, Shane and Jayden with 
their runner-up opponents Amy, Grace and Ellie of 

Presentation Ballyphehane
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At sunrise on Saturday 7th May, we 
joined Pieta for Darkness Into Light 
to give the gift of hope to those 
impacted by suicide and self-harm. 
The 5km walk started at Ballincollig 
Community School at 4.15am, and we 
walked a loop in Ballincollig town. 
We also had a yellow Day on Friday 
6th of May, to raise extra money for 
Pieta. All funds raised through 
donations and fundraising will go 
back into funding the services that 
Pieta provides, free of charge to 
those who need them the most. Pieta 
provides free, accessible one-to-one 
counselling to people suffering from 
suicidal ideation, engaging in self-
harm or to those bereaved by suicide. 

Our Yellow Day at Le Chéile 
Ballincollig 

 Mr. Kelly and Ms .Barry-
Murphy after the 5K

Mr .Kelly meeting Ms. Barrett 
2K into his run!

Our display table created by 
Mr. Kelly’s Visual Art 

students

 Ms. Barrett, Mr. Brennan, Susan and Ms. 
O’Neill at our Le Chéile display
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We held a series of school-in-action days for 5th class pupils from primary 
schools in the Ballincollig and the surrounding area. The aim of the day 
was to give pupils at taste of life as a secondary school student. Shortly 
after arriving each student was presented with a welcome pack filled with 
goodies to remind them of their day at Le Chéile. 

Ultimate Frisbee

5th class School in-Action days

Last but not least the students met 
the mad scientist Ms. McCarthy, 
who showed students how to craft 
a concoction of green and pink 
slime which was a big hit and 
sure to be re-created at home.

Outside on the astroturf competition was 
fierce as Ms. Barry-Murphy led the students 
through a challenging obstacle course 
followed by a game of rounders and ultimate 
frisbee to round out the P.E. experience.

The events of the days 
we r e va r i e d t o g ive 
students a real taste of 
Secondary school life. In 
Home Economics students 
were given a cooking 
masterclass by Ms. O’Neill. 
Und e r h e r g u i d a n c e 
students created a lovely 
berry crumble.

The ever-creative Mr. Kelly 
brought students through a 
s t e p b y s t e p g r a f f i t i 
tutorial, leading to each 
student creating their 
name in the street art style.

Graffiti-style lettering 
Berry crumble 

Forming slime
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After Christmas, we were very lucky to have 
Isaac in from UCC’s Ultimate Frisbee team to 
teach us all how to play frisbee for six weeks. 
We learned how to throw forehand and 
backhand, how to shout stalling and most 
importantly we learned the spirit of the game. 
We played against BCS and Colaiste Choilm in 
an U15s tournament held by Colaiste Choilm 
and one of our teams from Le Chéile 
Ballincollig came third. David Dunne did us 
all proud by being crowned player of the 
tournament due to his impressive catches. 

Ultimate Frisbee 
Tournament 

Le Chéile Ballincollig’s Frisbee teams 
pictured after the tournament with their 

teachers Ms. Barry-Murphy and Ms. 
McCarthy 

David won player of the 
tournament for his 

fantastic performance  
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Trip to Le Chéile Tyrrelstown

A f t e r a b r i e f s t o p i n 
Blanchardstown we headed 
to the Le Chéile Trust office 
in Templeogue. We were 
met by Ms. Marie Thérèse 
Kilmartin, the CEO of Le 
Chéile Trust, who gave us a 
brief history of Le Chéile 
and we were given a tour of 
the offices. After a group 
photo opportunity we then 
set off on our five hour 
journey back to Cork! 

Our students being greeted in 
the atrium by Ms. Harrington

On Friday 20th May the 
entire school travelled by 
bus to Dublin to see our 
sister school Le Chéile 
Tyrrelstown as well as 
visiting the Le Chéile Trust 
office in Templeogue. 

Our first stop was at Le 
Chéi le Tyrrelstown 
where we were greeted 
by the principal Ms. 
Leona Harrington. The 
students were treated 
t o a m o r n i n g o f 
activities in the PE hall, 
followed by a tour of 
the school and then a 
bit of lunch courtesy of 
Le Chéile Tyrrelstown. 

Our staff and students outside 
Le Chéile Tyrrelstown 

Outside Le Chéile Trust 
centre in Templeogue
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End of Year Student  
Awards Ceremony

Tomasz, Eryk &  
their Mum

Ultimate frisbee player 
of the tournament:  

David Dunne

Debut Debate winners:  
Connor, Shane and 

Jayden

Athlete of the Year: 
David Dunne

Community Spirit: 
Kaci and Matty

Graphic Teen Novel 
winners: Connor and Eryk

Our Awards Ceremony celebrated 
and acknowledged the positivity, 
engagement, participation and 
achievement of our students 
throughout the year. Celebrating 
these achievements is essential in 
building self-esteem and self-
worth in our students. We are so 
proud of what our very first group 
here at Le Chéile have achieved in 
such a short space of time.
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Principal’s Award: 
Rian and Tomasz

Academic Excellence: 
Connor and Jayden

Rising stars: 
Rachel, Zach & Tomasz

Positive Behaviour: 
Leo and Eryk

Positive behaviour awards: Connor, 
Kevin, Rian, Eryk & Waldi

Overall Student of the Year: 
Connor Knapp

Students of the Year:  
Eryk, Leo and Waldi
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Le Chéile Secondary School, Ballincollig

Welcome - Wisdom - Witness
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